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young Abd-el-Rhaman then twenty-two years of age,
and his uncle, Al ModhafTer, was the first to take the
oath of fealty to him as commander of the Faithful.
There had been, however, a revolt of long standing,
conducted by a family called Ben-Hqfsann, or the sons
of Hafsann, who had a retreat in the mountains between,
the Moorish and Christian lands, and though often
defeated by Al Modhaffer, had never been entirely
reduced. The war broke out again on the accession
of the new Khalif, and was rigorously carried on by
Abd-el-Rhaman and his uncle ; but the law of All
(son-in-law to Mahommed) required that in a war .
between Moslems, the enemy should never be driven to
extremities, so that pursuit might not go beyond one
province, nor a siege last more than a week. Finding
that the observance of this custom perpetuated the civil
war, Abd-el-Rharnan convoked the imaums of the
Aljama and his divan, and decided that it must be
broken. It is said to have been the only instance
among the Arabs of the violation of the rule of mercy
and forbearance. The last of the Ben-Hafsann was
besieged in Toledo, until he made a desperate sally
with three thousand horse, and escaped to the Christians
in the Asturias. The city, which had for sixty years
been the headquarters of the rebellion, was treated with
the usual clemency of the Khalifs.
In general, however, the reign was peaceful, and
noted for great and beautiful works ; in especial was
noted the palace of Medina-al-Zohra, in a beautiful
valley on the banks of the Guadalquivir, five miles
from Cordova. The Greek emperors sent him
marbles and workmen, and there were still Roman
remains to use. Four thousand three hundred columns

